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2009 Mission Statement 
The Rifle Area Chamber of Commerce is the voice for  

member businesses, representing, advocating & working to enhance the business environment. 
 

Our vision is to be the definitive resource for business in the Rifle area. 

 

LEADERSHIP:  We provide leadership in addressing economic vitality for our businesses and community  
ACCESS:  We provide the opportunity to network and access diverse resources     
ADVOCACY:   We promote and advocate a community where businesses can thrive 
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A nine member Board of Directors governs your Chamber.  They are elected for a three year term.  From that body a 
Chairman of the Board and a Chair-Elect are elected. Chairs of committees and task forces are selected annually 
among the Board Members as well.  The Board of Directors is the policy making body of the organization. The board 
hires a President /  CEO.   The CEO manages the day to day needs of the Chamber and employs staff to help meet 
the goals of the organization. 

    
Member Services:  

Providing opportunities through Chamber membership to develop a 
strong business presence. 

 
Promoting the Community:  

Actions that market the community to businesses, visitors, and 
recreators.  The Chambers connects the quality of life 

 factors of our community. 
 

Networking:  
Providing venues for businesses to meet and visit with each other 

and with those of the public sector in the community. 
 

Business Advocacy:  
Studying, researching and providing resources for the business 

community, to ensure we maintain a strong local economy and 
sound business practices.

 
Creating a Strong Local Economy:  

Through programs that assist businesses to build,  
maintain and compete. 

 
 

The Bottom Line 
 

Economic Strength and Vitality:  
The Rifle Chamber works with local businesses  

to keep commerce moving and the economy strong. 
 

Tax Deduction: Chamber membership can be deductible as a necessary business expense according to the IRS. 
 

Discounts: on things such as business to business member services, between participating Chamber members. 
 

Quality of Life: as a member of the RACC you help make a difference in the overall quality of life for the Rifle area.   
 
 

When your Chamber is strong so is your community! 
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The Rifle Chamber is fiscally sound and 
monitors itôs income and expenses 

constantly.   
We pride ourselves on paying our bills 

on time so you can pay your creditors in 
a timely manner. 

We operate like you, as a business, and 
we realize many of the challenges you 

face, as we face them too! 
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Accomplishments 

V The Rifle Area Chamber of Commerce grew 
itôs membership in 2008 from 307 members to 
351 members. And welcomed 90 new 
members. 

 
V Developed the Cornerstone Partnership 

Program ï these membership investments 
allowed the Chamber to invest in programs & 
services beneficial to all our members. 

 
V Introduced the Women in Business Network. 

 
V Grew the Chamber Scope newsletter to 

provide more business relevancy to members. 

V Provided venues for community forums for 
political candidates and for several issues 
concerning members. 

 
V Provided members with over 50 networking 

opportunities. 
 
V Introduced Quarterly Energy Briefings. 

 
V Redesigned the Rifle Information Center 

displays to better promote our members to 
visitors. 

 

òDoing Things That Most People Think Just Happen!ó 
Each year the Rifle Chamber is involved in a number of major activities that receive a lot of attention such as 
tourism, seminars, programs and events. 
 
Each year your Chamber also does a lot of other things; things that most people think just happen and donôt think 
much about who is doing them. These are also very important to the chamber, the community and your business! 
 
For Example, each year the Rifle Chamber . . .  

 Responded to hundreds of requests for relocation information. 
 Provided information to thousands of visitors who call, email, or stop at our office. 
 Compiled and updated demographic information about the area. 
 Responded to thousands of questions ranging from whoôs who of Rifle, phone numbers of local area 

businesses, how to start a business, how to end a business and everything imaginable in between. 
 Reviewed dozens of local, state and federal business issues to be informed of possible & negative 

repercussions for our business community. 
 Assisted people who are looking for a business that caries a specific product. 

 

 

Community Influence 
 
Affiliate Organization Access:  
The Rifle Area Chamber of Commerce maintains membership with the US Chamber of Commerce, the Western 
Association of Chamber Executives, Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry, and the Better Business 
Bureau.  The Rifle Chamber is also in constant contact with the Downtown Development Authority, the Visitor 
Improvement Fund Board, the Rifle Economic Development Corporation and the Associated Government of 
Northwest Colorado.  This means that you, as a member, have access to information and their programs. 
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Community Action:   
As part of any committee or task force from which you choose to been involved, you are able to make a difference in 
your community and for your business. 
 
Access to Decision Makers:   
Face to face opportunities to meet with and have informal conversations with local, regional and state officials. 
 
Access to Business Decision Makers:  
Business representatives at all levels can participate in Chamber actions and attend Chamber Events and activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marketing 
ñThe Chamber Pageò: 
Chamber Members were offered 
discounted ad rates for being a 
sponsor of the Chamber Page in 
the Rifle Citizen Telegram.  The 
Chamber Page featured 
informative business articles, 
ribbon cuttings, a listing of new 
members and more. 
 
Rifle Chamber Scope 
Newsletter:   
Over 500 businesses and 
individuals receive either printed 
or emailed versions of the 
monthly newsletter.  Each 

member is offered one free 
newsletter insert (on a first come 
first served basis).  The Chamber 
also offered marketing space in 
the newsletter at an affordable 
price.  
 
Website Marketing: 
The Chamber website receives 
over 200 hits a day.  Each 
member business is offered a 
listing on the Chamber website 
with a free link to their own 
website.  There are also 
opportunities to maximize your 
businessô visibility on the 

chamber website.  Affordable 
marketing opportunities are 
available on a first come, first 
served basis for Chamber 
members only.  
 
Business Card /  
Brochure Display: 
Available at the Rifle Information 
Center, for members only, free 
space for your cards and 
brochures.  Additional 
advertising space is available for 
purchase. 
 
 



Leadership. Access. Advocacy. TTHHEE Resource For Your Business. 

 

Hot Deals Discounts / 
 Job Postings: 
 Members saved money by taking 
advantage of Member2Member 
Discounts featured in Hot Deals.   
Businesses could also list job 
openings.  Both services offered 
free of charge, for Rifle Chamber 
Members. 
 
 
 

Visitor Guide:  
Offered marketing directly to 
visitors, hunters, and those 
relocating to the area in the Rifle 
Visitor Guide.  This high quality 
publication is distributed all over 
Colorado and the world. 10,000 
copies are printed annually.  
Marketing opportunities are 
offered to Chamber members 
only.  Each member business is 
listed categorically free of charge. 

Member Business Directory:   
Each member business is listed 
alphabetically, categorically and 
by Whoôs Who as a member 
benefit.  This easy to carry 
Member Directory is distributed 
to all Chamber members.  This 
publication also offers targeted 
marketing opportunities which 
allow you to market directly to 
other Chamber members.

 

Events / Committees / Chamber Groups 
Ambassadors:   
The Ambassadors continue to be 
the primary group for member 
outreach and public relations.  
The Ambassadors conducted and 
coordinated all Ribbon Cuttings, 
Business Profiles and Feature 
Business of the Month articles for 
the Rifle Chamber. 
 
Women in Business Network:   
This newly formed group met 
monthly for networking and 
education purposes.  In its first 
year, over 50 area business 

women participated in the 
Women in Business Network.  As 
a group, they also coordinated 
and participated in two Habitat 
for Humanity Women Build days 
and collected canned food and 
toys for Lift Up. 
 
Leaders for Readers:     
Leaders for Readers continued in 
2008, which brings business 
leaders of the community into 
the elementary schools to 
promote reading at a young age.  
Research has shown that young 

readers are more likely to become 
community leaders when they get 
older.  Over 25 business leaders 
from the community have 
participated in the Leaders for 
Readers Program. This program 
won second place in Special 
Achievement from the Colorado 
Association of Commerce and 
Industry during their Fall 
Conference in Colorado Springs.  
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Business After Hours 
Cheryl & Co., LLC., Weiss & 
Associates, Bank of Colorado, 
Real Estate Out West, The 
Fleisher Co., and Wells Fargo 
Bank showcased their businesses 
in 2008 by hosting a BAH.  We 
encourage your business to get 
your name out by sponsoring / 
hosting a BAH, available only to 
Chamber members.  Itôs a perfect 
opportunity to let members know 
about your business, or show off 
a new location!    
 
Business-4-Breakfast / Lunches 
H & R Block, The Ranch House 
Mercantile, System Built 
Housing, George Pearson 
Agency, Mountain Air 
Mechanical, EnCana Oil & Gas 
Grand River Hospital District, 
Colorado Mountain College, and 
State Farm Insurance & Financial 
Services were all sponsors of this 
program.  With their support we 
were able to bring in featured 
speakers to discuss issues 
including topics ranging from, 
ñThe #1 Risk To Your Business ï 
Identity Theftò, ñChanges To 
Your Taxesò to ñWhat You 

Should Know About 
Healthcare Reformò, ñA 
Teen Safe Drive 
Programò and more.  
 
Membership 
Appreciation Day 
10th Annual Ice Fishing 
Tournament:   
396 Adults and 129 
Children participated in 
the two day 2008 event.   
The winner of the 
longest fish was Richard 
Manzanares from Grand 
Junction, CO.  This 

event was sponsored by Casey 
Concrete and Savage Land Co. 
 
State of the Community 
Luncheon:  
This popular event sold out once 
again with over 100 members in 
attendance. Speakers from a 
variety of industries presented; 
the City, the County, 
representatives from the Energy 
industry, Health Care and Real 
Estate sectors. This event was 
sponsored by Grand River 
Hospital District and US Bank. 
 
Annual Event and Awards:   
The Annual Awards found a new 
location, courtesy 
of Flint Energy.  
The theme in 2008 
was ñWe Treasure 
Our Membersò and 
sported a ñPirateò 
theme.  Weiss and 
Associates was 
honored as the 
Business of the 
Year, Jay Rickstrew 
from Alpine Bank 
was honored as the 
Person of the Year, 

and Mayor Keith Lambert 
received the John B. Scalzo 
Lifetime Achievement award.  
This event was sponsored by 
Metro Brokers and US Bank.  
The site sponsor was courtesy of 
Savage Land Co. and the 
entertainment sponsor was Shell 
Exploration and Production. 
 
Project Clean Sweep:   
Over 50 volunteers of all ages 
participated in Project Clean 
Sweep.  All volunteers received 
goody bags with gifts from area 
businesses which focused on the 
ñgreenò theme.  Volunteers were 
also treated to a free BBQ lunch 
from Rib City Grill, thanks to 
2008 event sponsor, Alpine Bank 
- Rifle.  
 
Vivian Raymond Memorial Rifle 
Chamber Golf Tournament:   
Over 75 teams (150 people) 
participated in 29th Annual 
Vivian Raymond Rifle Chamber 
Golf Tournament. After the 
tournament, players enjoyed a 
lunch at Columbine Restaurant.  
Thanks to our events sponsors, 
Commonwealth Title and Weiss 
and Associates. 
 


